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OUR
MISSION
The Statewide Voice for
Community Action
Since 1974
ACAAA’s mission is to provide education,
advocacy, and a unified voice for Community
Action Agencies to reduce poverty and promote
thriving communities in Arkansas.
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50 Years of Service
The Promise of Community Action

1974

03

Establishment of the 
State Association 
A Resource Hub for Community Action in Arkansas

On January 8, 1964, President Lyndon B.
Johnson announced to the people of
America that he was declaring a “War on
Poverty.”

The opening salvo of this campaign—just
one of many such ambitious
undertakings envisioned by the President
as building blocks for his proposed “Great
Society”—would be the Economic
Opportunity Act of that same year. From
that act would be born the Community
Action Program, and from that program,
the Community Action Agencies that
would eventually number over 1,000
across the country.

As the years progressed and more and
more Community Action Agencies came
into being across Arkansas—there are
currently 15 in operation across the state
—the need for a centralized association
grew. A decade after the national birth of
Community Action came its state-level
little sibling, the organization that began
in 1974 and eventually grew to become
the Arkansas Community Action Agencies
Association that we know today.

Community Action changes people’s lives, embodies the
spirt of hope, and makes America a better place to live.  We
care about the entire community, and we are dedicated to
helping people help themselves and each other.



50 Years of Service
A Journey in Time - Arkansas Community Action
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Resilience

Dedication

Results-Driven
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50 Years of Service
A Journey in Time - Arkansas Community Action

Innovation

Strategic

Compassion



TOOLS & RESOURCES
T H E
A C A A A
L A U N C H       
P A D  
Y O U R  W E E K L Y
C O N N E C T I O N  T O
C O M M U N I T Y  A C T I O N  &
I M P A C T

T h e  A C A A A  L a u n c h  P a d
s e r v e s  a s  a  v i t a l
s t o r y t e l l i n g  t o o l ,
a m p l i f y i n g  t h e  v o i c e s  a n d
e f f o r t s  o f  t h e  N e t w o r k
w h i l e  f o s t e r i n g
c o n n e c t i o n s  w i t h
s t a k e h o l d e r s  s t a t e w i d e .
K e y  i m p a c t  a r e a s  i n c l u d e :

S t r e n g t h e n i n g
c o m m u n i c a t i o n  a c r o s s
t h e  N e t w o r k
E l e v a t i n g  i m p a c t
E n g a g i n g  s t a k e h o l d e r s
P r o m o t i n g  a d v o c a c y  &
a w a r e n e s s
B r i d g i n g  c o m m u n i t y
c o n n e c t i o n s

R e a c h i n g  o v e r  1 3 0 0
s u b s c r i b e r s  w e e k l y ,  t h e
A C A A A  L a u n c h  P a d  s e r v e s
a s  a  b e a c o n  f o r  t h e
N e t w o r k .  I t  e n s u r e s  t h a t
t h e  w o r k  o f  e m p o w e r i n g
A r k a n s a s  c o m m u n i t i e s
r e m a i n s  v i s i b l e ,
c e l e b r a t e d ,  a n d  i m p a c t f u l .
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TOOLS & RESOURCES
R I S E  
A M P L I F Y I N G
C O M M U N I T Y  V O I C E S
T H R O U G H
S T O R Y T E L L I N G

R I S E ,  A C A A A ’ s  m o n t h l y
s o c i a l  m e d i a  v l o g ,  h a s
b e c o m e  a  p o w e r f u l
p l a t f o r m  f o r  e l e v a t i n g  t h e
v o i c e s  o f  A r k a n s a s
c o m m u n i t i e s  a c r o s s  t h e
N e t w o r k .  W i t h  o v e r  1 , 0 0 0
v i e w e r s  t u n i n g  i n  e a c h
m o n t h ,  t h i s  s t o r y t e l l i n g
t o o l  i s  m a k i n g  a
s i g n i f i c a n t  i m p a c t  a c r o s s
t h e  s t a t e .

T h r o u g h  e n g a g i n g  a n d
a u t h e n t i c  s t o r y t e l l i n g ,
R I S E  e d u c a t e s  v i e w e r s
a b o u t  t h e  c h a l l e n g e s  f a c e d
b y  v u l n e r a b l e  p o p u l a t i o n s
a n d  t h e  v i t a l  r o l e
C o m m u n i t y  A c t i o n  p l a y s  i n
a d d r e s s i n g  t h e s e  n e e d s .
T h i s  d e e p e r  u n d e r s t a n d i n g
s t r e n g t h e n s  p u b l i c  s u p p o r t
f o r  c o m m u n i t y  i n i t i a t i v e s .

T h e  p o w e r f u l  s t o r i e s
f e a t u r e d  i n  R I S E  m o t i v a t e
v i e w e r s  t o  g e t  i n v o l v e d .
T h i s  t r a n s l a t e s  i n t o
t a n g i b l e  s u p p o r t  f o r
C o m m u n i t y  A c t i o n
i n i t i a t i v e s  a c r o s s  t h e
e n t i r e  s t a t e  o f  A r k a n s a s .



ADVOCACY & SUPPORT

2024

A D V O C A C Y
I N  A C T I O N
A D V A N C I N G  T H E
M I S S I O N  O F
C O M M U N I T Y  A C T I O N

A C A A A  c h a m p i o n s  t h e
m i s s i o n  o f  C o m m u n i t y
A c t i o n  t h r o u g h  s t r a t e g i c
e f f o r t s .  E n g a g i n g  d i r e c t l y
w i t h  k e y  p o l i c y m a k e r s —
S e n .  J o h n  B o o z m a n ,  U S
R e p .  R i c k  C r a w f o r d ,  U S
R e p .  S t e v e  W o m a c k ,  a n d
U S  R e p .  B r u c e  W e s t e r m a n
— A C A A A  h i g h l i g h t e d
c r i t i c a l  i s s u e s  a f f e c t i n g
A r k a n s a s  c o m m u n i t i e s  a n d
s e c u r e d  s u p p o r t  f o r
i m p a c t f u l  p r o g r a m s  a n d
i n i t i a t i v e s .   T h r o u g h
m e e t i n g s  w i t h  t h e s e
i n f l u e n t i a l  l e a d e r s ,  A C A A A
b r o u g h t  u r g e n t  c o m m u n i t y
n e e d s  t o  t h e  f o r e f r o n t .
D i s c u s s i o n s  t a r g e t e d :

E x p a n d i n g  a c c e s s  t o
f e d e r a l  f u n d i n g  f o r
p o v e r t y  r e d u c t i o n
p r o g r a m s .
S u p p o r t i n g  i n i t i a t i v e s
t h a t  p r o m o t e  e c o n o m i c
a n d  s o c i a l  m o b i l i t y .
H i g h l i g h t i n g  t h e  r o l e  o f
C o m m u n i t y  A c t i o n
A g e n c i e s  i n  d e l i v e r i n g
s e r v i c e s  t o  u n d e r s e r v e d
p o p u l a t i o n s .



ADVOCACY & SUPPORT
S T A T E
S U P P O R T
A D V O C A C Y  A T
W O R K  I N  A R K A N S A S

A C A A A ’ s  a d v o c a c y  f o r  H e a d
S t a r t  p r o g r a m s  t o o k  c e n t e r
s t a g e  i n  2 0 2 4 ,
u n d e r s c o r i n g  t h e
i m p o r t a n c e  o f  s u s t a i n e d
s u p p o r t  f o r  H e a d  S t a r t
p r o g r a m s .  A C A A A
h i g h l i g h t e d  t h e  r o l e  t h e s e
p r o g r a m s  p l a y  i n  f o s t e r i n g
c h i l d  d e v e l o p m e n t ,
e m p o w e r i n g  f a m i l i e s ,  a n d
b u i l d i n g  s t r o n g e r
c o m m u n i t i e s .   A C A A A  a l s o
s t r e n g t h e n e d  r e l a t i o n s h i p s
w i t h  p a r t n e r s  a c r o s s  t h e
s t a t e ,  f o s t e r i n g  a  u n i t e d
f r o n t  t o  t a c k l e  c h a l l e n g e s .
T h e s e  p a r t n e r s h i p s  e n s u r e
a  m o r e  c o o r d i n a t e d
a p p r o a c h  t o  C o m m u n i t y
A c t i o n .

A C A A A ’ s  s t a t e - l e v e l
a d v o c a c y  a l s o  e s t a b l i s h e d
a  f o u n d a t i o n  f o r
c o l l a b o r a t i o n  w i t h  s t a t e
l e a d e r s  a n d  a g e n c i e s .  B y
c o n t i n u i n g  t o  p r i o r i t i z e
s o l u t i o n s ,  A C A A A  i s  d r i v i n g
m e a n i n g f u l  c h a n g e  a n d
e n s u r i n g  t h a t  t h e  N e t w o r k
h a s  a c c e s s  t o  t o o l s  t h a t
e m p o w e r  a n d  u p l i f t .
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EDUCATION & TRAINING
Q U A L I T Y
T R A I N I N G
T H E  A C A A A
L E A D E R S H I P  A C A D E M Y

T h e  A C A A A  L e a d e r s h i p
A c a d e m y ,  a  t r a n s f o r m a t i v e
i n i t i a t i v e ,  e q u i p s  e m e r g i n g
l e a d e r s  a c r o s s  A r k a n s a s
w i t h  t h e  s k i l l s  a n d
k n o w l e d g e  t o  d r i v e
m e a n i n g f u l  c h a n g e .  N o w  i n
i t s  t h i r d  c o h o r t ,  t h e
L e a d e r s h i p  A c a d e m y
c o n t i n u e s  t o  c r e a t e  l a s t i n g
b e n e f i t s  f o r  p a r t i c i p a n t s
a n d  t h e  c o m m u n i t i e s  t h e y
s e r v e .   P a r t i c i p a n t s
e n g a g e  i n  c o m p r e h e n s i v e
t r a i n i n g  o n  l e a d e r s h i p
d e v e l o p m e n t ,  s t r a t e g i c
p l a n n i n g ,  a d v o c a c y ,  a n d
c o m m u n i t y  e n g a g e m e n t .
T h e s e  s k i l l s  e m p o w e r  t h e m
t o  l e a d  m o r e  e f f e c t i v e l y
w i t h i n  t h e i r  o r g a n i z a t i o n s .
P a r t i c i p a n t s  a l s o  d e v e l o p
l a s t i n g  p r o f e s s i o n a l
r e l a t i o n s h i p s ,  c r e a t i n g  a
n e t w o r k  o f  s u p p o r t  t h a t
e x t e n d s  b e y o n d  t h e
p r o g r a m .  T h e s e
c o n n e c t i o n s  a r e
i n s t r u m e n t a l  i n  f o s t e r i n g
s t a t e w i d e  p a r t n e r s h i p s
a n d  a l i g n i n g  e f f o r t s  t o
a d d r e s s  s y s t e m i c
c h a l l e n g e s .
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EDUCATION & TRAINING
Q U A L I T Y
T R A I N I N G
F A M I L Y  D E V E L O P M E N T
C E R T I F C A T I O N  ( F D C )

T h e  A C A A A  F a m i l y
D e v e l o p m e n t  P r o g r a m ,
a c c r e d i t e d  b y  t h e
U n i v e r s i t y  o f  C o n n e c t i c u t ,
i s  a  c o r n e r s t o n e  i n i t i a t i v e
d e s i g n e d  t o  e m p o w e r
f a m i l i e s ,  b u i l d  r e s i l i e n c e ,
a n d  b r e a k  t h e  c y c l e  o f
p o v e r t y  a c r o s s  A r k a n s a s .
T h r o u g h  e v i d e n c e - b a s e d
p r a c t i c e s  a n d  a  h o l i s t i c
a p p r o a c h ,  t h e  p r o g r a m  h a s
t r a n s f o r m e d  t h e  l i v e s  o f
c o u n t l e s s  f a m i l i e s  a n d
s t r e n g t h e n e d  c o m m u n i t i e s
s t a t e w i d e .  A c c r e d i t a t i o n
b y  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f
C o n n e c t i c u t  u n d e r s c o r e s
t h e  p r o g r a m ’ s  c o m m i t m e n t
t o  q u a l i t y  a n d
e f f e c t i v e n e s s .  T h i s
r e c o g n i t i o n  e n s u r e s  t h a t
t h e  p r o g r a m ’ s  c u r r i c u l u m
a n d  m e t h o d o l o g i e s  m e e t
t h e  h i g h e s t  n a t i o n a l
s t a n d a r d s ,  p r o v i d i n g
p a r t i c i p a n t s  w i t h  t o p - t i e r
s u p p o r t  a n d  g u i d a n c e .  B y
e q u i p p i n g  s t a f f  w i t h
a d v a n c e d  t r a i n i n g ,  t h e
p r o g r a m  e n h a n c e s  t h e
a b i l i t y  o f  C A A s  t o  a d d r e s s
t h e  c o m p l e x  n e e d s  o f  t h e
c o m m u n i t i e s  t h e y  s e r v e .  
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EDUCATION & TRAINING
Q U A L I T Y
T R A I N I N G
I N T R O  T O  R O M A
S E S S I O N S

I n t r o  t o  R O M A  s e s s i o n s
p r o v i d e  p a r t i c i p a n t s  w i t h
f o u n d a t i o n a l  k n o w l e d g e  o n
u t i l i z i n g  d a t a  t o  a s s e s s
c o m m u n i t y  n e e d s ,  p l a n
s t r a t e g i c a l l y ,  a n d  t r a c k
p r o g r a m  o u t c o m e s .  T h i s
e m p h a s i s  o n  r e s u l t s - d r i v e n
a p p r o a c h e s  e n s u r e s  t h a t
C A A s  a r e  m a x i m i z i n g  t h e i r
i m p a c t .   R O M A  s e s s i o n s
a l i g n  t h e  w o r k  o f  C A A s
w i t h  t h e  N a t i o n a l
P e r f o r m a n c e  S t a n d a r d s .  B y
f o s t e r i n g  a  s h a r e d
f r a m e w o r k  f o r
a c c o u n t a b i l i t y  a n d
c o n t i n u o u s  i m p r o v e m e n t ,
t h e s e  s e s s i o n s  e n h a n c e
t h e  c r e d i b i l i t y  o f  t h e
N e t w o r k .  T h r o u g h  R O M A
t r a i n i n g ,  C A A s  a r e
e q u i p p e d  t o  d e s i g n
p r o g r a m s  t h a t  d i r e c t l y
a d d r e s s  t h e  r o o t  c a u s e s  o f
p o v e r t y  a n d  m e e t  t h e
u n i q u e  n e e d s  o f  t h e i r
c o m m u n i t i e s .  A s  t h e
N e t w o r k  c o n t i n u e s  t o
n a v i g a t e  t h e  R O M A
f r a m e w o r k ,  i t s  i m p a c t  w i l l
o n l y  d e e p e n .   

2024



AMPLIFYING THE VOICE
O N E  V O I C E
I N  A C T I O N
F O R M I N G  A  V O I C E ,
B U I L D I N G  A  B R I D G E

T h e  A C A A A  P o v e r t y
S u m m i t  a s  a  p i v o t a l  e v e n t
t h a t  f o s t e r e d  s h a r e d
p u r p o s e  i n  t h e  f i g h t
a g a i n s t  p o v e r t y .  B y
b r i n g i n g  t o g e t h e r  n e a r l y
1 0 0  p o l i c y m a k e r s  a n d
c o m m u n i t y  l e a d e r s ,  t h e
s u m m i t  a m p l i f i e d
c o l l e c t i v e  e f f o r t s  a n d
i n s p i r e d  a c t i o n a b l e
s o l u t i o n s  t o  a d d r e s s
s y s t e m i c  c h a l l e n g e s .  T h e
p l a t f o r m  e n a b l e d :

P a r t n e r s h i p s  b e t w e e n
C A A s ,  n o n - p r o f i t s ,
b u s i n e s s e s ,  a n d
g o v e r n m e n t  e n t i t i e s .
T h e  e x c h a n g e  o f
i n n o v a t i v e  s t r a t e g i e s  t o
t a c k l e  p o v e r t y  a t  i t s
r o o t s .
E n h a n c e d  a l i g n m e n t  o f
e f f o r t s ,  r e d u c i n g
d u p l i c a t i o n  a n d
m a x i m i z i n g  r e s o u r c e s .

T h e  c o n n e c t i o n s  s p a r k e d
a t  t h e  s u m m i t  h a v e  l e d  t o
g r e a t e r  s t a t e w i d e
m o m e n t u m  f o r  a d d r e s s i n g
t h e  r o o t  c a u s e s  o f  p o v e r t y .
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AMPLIFYING THE VOICE
O N E  V O I C E
I N  A C T I O N
F O R M I N G  A  V O I C E ,
B U I L D I N G  A  B R I D G E

T h e  5 0 t h  A n n u a l  A C A A A
S p r i n g  C o n f e r e n c e
b r o u g h t  t o g e t h e r  o v e r  2 0 0
C o m m u n i t y  A c t i o n
P r o f e s s i o n a l s  a n d  d i r e c t
s e r v i c e  p r o v i d e r s  f r o m
a c r o s s  A r k a n s a s ,  c r e a t i n g
a  d y n a m i c  p l a t f o r m  f o r
c o l l a b o r a t i o n ,  l e a r n i n g ,
a n d  i n n o v a t i o n .  T h i s
m i l e s t o n e  e v e n t
h i g h l i g h t e d  A C A A A ’ s
o n g o i n g  c o m m i t m e n t  t o
e m p o w e r i n g  t h o s e  o n  t h e
f r o n t l i n e s  o f  p o v e r t y
a l l e v i a t i o n .  

M a r k i n g  i t s  5 0 t h  y e a r ,  t h e
e v e n t  s e r v e d  a s  a
r e f l e c t i o n  o f  A C A A A ’ s
e n d u r i n g  i m p a c t  a n d
c o m m i t m e n t  t o  t h e  w a r  o n
p o v e r t y .  I t  h o n o r e d  t h e
a c h i e v e m e n t s  o f  t h e  p a s t
w h i l e  s e t t i n g  a  v i s i o n  f o r
c o n t i n u e d  p r o g r e s s .  T h e
c o n f e r e n c e  p r o v i d e d  a
u n i q u e  s p a c e  f o r
s t a k e h o l d e r s  t o  c o m e
t o g e t h e r ,  s p a r k i n g  n e w
p a r t n e r s h i p s  a n d
i n i t i a t i v e s  t h a t  w i l l  d r i v e
m e a n i n g f u l  c h a n g e  f o r
A r k a n s a s  c o m m u n i t i e s .
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AMPLIFYING THE VOICE
O N E  V O I C E
I N  A C T I O N
F O R M I N G  A  V O I C E ,
B U I L D I N G  A  B R I D G E

T h e  A n n u a l  A C A A A  B o a r d
R e t r e a t  p l a y s  a  v i t a l  r o l e
i n  s t r e n g t h e n i n g  t h e
c o h e s i o n  a n d  e f f e c t i v e n e s s
o f  t h e  N e t w o r k .  B y
b r i n g i n g  t o g e t h e r  b o a r d
m e m b e r s  a n d  k e y
s t a k e h o l d e r s ,  t h e  r e t r e a t
f o s t e r s  u n i t y  a n d  s t r a t e g i c
a l i g n m e n t .

T h e  r e t r e a t  c r e a t e s  a  s p a c e
f o r  o p e n  d i a l o g u e  a n d
c o l l a b o r a t i o n  a m o n g  b o a r d
m e m b e r s ,  a l l o w i n g  t h e m
t o :

D e e p e n  t h e i r
u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  e a c h
o t h e r ’ s  r o l e s  a n d
p e r s p e c t i v e s .
S t r e n g t h e n
i n t e r p e r s o n a l
c o n n e c t i o n s  a n d  t r u s t .
E s t a b l i s h  a  u n i f i e d
a p p r o a c h  t o  a c h i e v i n g
o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  g o a l s .

B y  f o s t e r i n g  s o l i d a r i t y  a n d
s h a r e d  o w n e r s h i p  o f  t h e
m i s s i o n ,  t h e  r e t r e a t
r e i n f o r c e s  t h e  i m p o r t a n c e
o f  c o l l a b o r a t i o n  a c r o s s  t h e
N e t w o r k .
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Community Action in Arkansas has transformed lives and communities, serving as a critical force in
addressing poverty and creating opportunities. The impact of this work is seen across the state in tangible
and meaningful ways:

Empowering Families and Individuals
Through a variety of programs and services, CAAs help families achieve stability and self-sufficiency. Key
outcomes include:

Increased access to affordable housing, healthcare, and nutritious food.
Job training and education programs that open pathways to employment.
Support services that reduce the effects of poverty and improve quality of life.

Strengthening Communities
CAAs  foster resilience and sustainability by:

Addressing systemic barriers to economic opportunity.
Building partnerships with local organizations, businesses, and government agencies.
Investing in community development projects that enhance infrastructure and resources.

Delivering Measurable Impact
With data-driven strategies, Community Action ensures that resources are used effectively to:

Reduce poverty rates and improve economic outcomes.
Enhance access to essential services for vulnerable populations.
Foster long-term solutions that break the cycle of poverty.

Unified for Change

www.acaaa.orgtmoore@acaaa.org501-372-0807
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